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to Lucknow. On this subject I have written fully to Johnson, I have received
no letters from you, but the two above-mentioned. We shall be near you in 8
days.

My dear Sir &c.
HUSSAUPOOR
29th August 178L                                       N A T H.   M I D D L E T O N.

No. 68.    To Edward Wheler Esq ;
Sir,

YESTERDAY morning Major Popham detached Captain Blair with his Bat-
talion and two companies of his own Grenadiers and 2 guns ( 6 pounders )
to attack the enemy collected at Pateeta. They were prepared to receive him,
and made a very spirited resistance. After a very severe action the fortune of the
day was happily turned in our favour by a bold but well judged manoeuvre. Cap-
tain Blair detached his grenadier companies to attack 2 guns which were posted
on the flank, and galled his troops exceedingly. The attack succeeded, and the
2 guns were turned upon the enemy, who were soon after totally routed. Cap-
tain Blair brought off 3 of their guns and spiked the fourth, the carriage of which
was disabled. He brought away also 1 of their tumbrils, and all his own load-
ed with their ammunition. Three more of their tumbrils, with much loose pow-
der, were blown up on the field, Captain Blair having no means of bringing
them away* He was also obliged to leave about 1500 of their shot piled in a
village. The enemy's numbers are reputed 8 or 9000 men, though Captain Blair
judges them from appearance to be only 3 or 4000. They were their prime men.
Our loss, which I add with regret, is 105 men killed and wounded : Theirs
must be proportionably more though unknown. It is remarkable that the ene-
my's artillery and cartridges made at Ranmagur are almost equal to ours; their
cartridges and port-fires compounded with equal skill; and their powder much,
better. This is the second instance in which the service is signally indebted to
the collected and intrepid gallantry of Captain Blair. Other praises are due which
cannot be noticed in this.

I am Sir &c.

CHUNAR

4th September 1781.                                WARREN    HASTINGS.

No. 69.
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